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School Bus Program!
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Norway's Walking School Bus
Program Wins Award!
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Safe Routes to School, Central &

Western Maine Region

Tel: 207‐956‐6537

E‐Mail: saferoutes@bikemaine.org

‐ or ‐

Bridgette Kelly

Outreach and Education Specialist,

Southern Maine Region

Tel: 207‐956‐6539

E‐Mail: bridgette@bikemaine.org

‐ or ‐

Erik daSilva

Maine Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety

Education & Safe Routes to School

Program Coordinator

Eastern & Northern Maine Regions

Tel: 207‐200‐6177

Email: erik@bikemaine.org

‐ or ‐

Jim Tasse

Maine Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety

Education Program

Tel: 207‐956‐6535

Email: jim@bikemaine.org

‐ or ‐
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The Norway Walking School Bus Program at the Guy E.
Rowe Elementary School was awarded the Next Generation
Award by the Bicycle Coalition of Maine. (In photo right,
Rebecca Powell & Saara Leduc accept the award from Nancy
Grant) Norway's WSB
program exemplifies the
way an entire community
can come together to
support active
transportation in the form
of a walking school bus.

The Rowe Elementary School and Oxford Hills School District,
the Norway Police & Fire departments, local banks (Norway
Savings, Androscoggin & KeyBank), local businesses (including
Ari’s Pizza and the New Balance Company), the local Healthy
Maine Partnership, Healthy Oxford Hills, numerous parents and
community volunteers, and Rebecca Powell, the program
coordinator  all have pulled together to make it one of the most
successful walking school bus programs in the state.  Around 40
students walk to school each day and many of those make the
return walk home in the afternoon. This award recognizes and
applauds the spirit of collaboration and community that make
this program possible for the children of Norway.

Does your community have a Walking School Bus Program? If
so, we want to hear about it!  Register your Walking School Bus
and request materials here. Are you interested in starting a
Walking School Bus Program? Check out our Walking School
Bus Toolkit and follow up with your regional Safe Routes to
School Representative (please see righthand sidebar for all
contact info).
  

Celebrate Biking and Walking at
Your School this Spring!

Request Biking and Walking Safety
Presentations

The Safe Routes to School
(grades K8) and Bicycle &
Pedestrian Safety Education
(grade 9+) Programs provide
bicycle and pedestrian
education to over ten
thousand kids and adults
annually.  Our certified
instructors teach people the
basics of safe walking and bicycling in schools, at community
events, and other venues. We offer our services at NO COST
and are excited to have the opportunity to visit and teach at your
school!  To make a request please visit the online request form
at requests.mainebpse.org. To learn more about our education
program, join our webinar on Teaching Biking and Walking

Patrick Adams

MaineDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian

Program

Tel: 207‐624‐3311

Email: patrick.adams@maine.gov

 

TIMELY FUNDING

OPPORTUNITIES

 

Grant Funding for Walk/Bike

Campaigns in Maine ‐ Deadlines:

March 15 & September 15

The New England Grassroots

Environmental Fund provides

grants up to $3,500 for projects

focused on environmental

sustainability, social justice, and

local economics including

Walk/Bike Campaigns that

encourage and increase walking

and biking as forms of

transportation. For more

information, visit

http://grassrootsfund.org/dollars. 

MaineDOT's Rectangular Rapid

Flashing Beacon (RRFB) Program ‐

Limited Availability

This program can provide these

RRFB’s to municipalities at no

cost!  All that is needed is for

municipalities to install (no wiring

required) and maintain them.

Please contact Stephen Landry at

624‐3632 or email him

at stephen.landry@maine.gov as

soon as possible to discuss the

potential location.

FREE Post‐Mounted Dynamic

Speed Feedback Signs

The MaineDOT is looking to offer

FREE Post‐Mounted Dynamic Speed

Feedback Signs to towns. Priority

will be given to rural village areas
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Safety.

Organize Fun Biking and Walking Events

Events are fun to organize and build great local enthusiasm 

and spring can be an especially good time to organize activities

as the weather improves. Need some inspiration? Check out our

blog at mainesaferoutes.wordpress.com to see great examples

from Maine schools promoting biking and walking. We would

love to provide you with materials to help promote your events!

Click here to request materials and register your biking and

walking events.

National Bike to School Day, May 4, 2016

Help local students experience the fun of biking to school  part

of the 2016 National Bike Month and a �J�U�H�D�W���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U
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Staff Changes

The Maine Safe Routes to School Program would like to

welcome Erik daSilva and Bridgette Kelly to the team of SRTS

Regional Coordinators. Erik is now the SRTS representative for

Eastern & Northern Maine Regions and Bridgette the

representative for the Southern Maine region. Darcy Whittemore

continues to be the representative for Central & Western Maine

and will be overseeing overall SRTS operations. For years, both

Erik and Bridgette have played significant supporting roles in the

Maine Safe Routes to School Program and are now excited for

their new leadership positions within the program.

The Safe Routes to School Program would also like to extend a

huge thank you to Sarah Cushman for her 6 1/2 years of

dedicated service to the program and to Danielle Ireland

McGuckin for spearheading new efforts over the past year!

3 Level Assistance System

As part of the retooling of the Safe Routes to School Program,

the Maine Safe Routes to School (grades K8) and Bicycle &

Pedestrian Education (grades 9+) Programs will now be offering

3 distinct levels of service.  Going forward, we will now be asking

you to fill out a request for services form so the SRTS Team can

better assess your needs and capacities, and offer the most

effective support we can to your school. 

Level 1 Services will include the basic services we’ve

always offered, such as registering bike/walk events,

providing safety presentations, technical assistance with

bike rodeos, etc.

Level 2 Services will include all of the above, but will also

provide additional services like student travel planning,

parent/student surveying, site assessments, and more

inperson assistance from SRTS/BPSE staff for events

and riding programs.
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Level 3 Services will provide all of the above, and will

also provide inclusion in the funded Maine Walking

School Bus Program.

We think this system will provide more effective and responsive

services to your school!  Please contact your regional Safe

Routes to School representative for more information. 

Timely Funding Opportunities

Check out the righthand sidebar of this

newsletter for three fantastic funding

opportunities to improve biking and walking

safety in your community!

Bicycle Coalition of Maine

Great Maine Bike Swaps

Orono Bike Swap  Sunday, April 10

UMaine Orono  10am1pm

Portland Bike Swap  Sunday, May 1

USM Portland  10am1pm

Join the Bicycle Coalition of Maine at the 2016 Great Maine Bike

Swaps! Choose from hundreds of bikes in all price ranges and of

all types including children's bikes, road bikes, mountain bikes,

and hybrids! You can also sell or donate the unused bikes you

 have around the house and garage. For more information visit

maineswap.com. 

We're excited to help you plan your spring biking and walking
activities. Let's get our Maine students moving!

The Maine Safe Routes to School Team

You are receiving this email because you opted in to receive the Maine Safe Routes to School Newsletter

Unsubscribe <<Email Address>> from this list.

Our mailing address is
:
Maine Safe Routes to School
P.O. Box 15272
Portland, Maine 04112

Add us to your address book

Copyright (C) 2009 Maine Safe Routes to School All rights reserved.

Forward this email to a friend
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