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As summer takes hold, it's the perfect time to hop on your saddle, take a hike, and hit the
trails. This month, we’re sharing some great community rides, e-bike demos, and more
throughout the state. We’re keeping you up to date on local advocacy, and sharing
opportunities to support the BCM.

Whether you're a seasoned cyclist or just getting started, there's a way for everyone to get
involved. Read on and get ready to pedal into adventure!

Support the BCM

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the ride and
celebration of the Bicycle Coalition of Maine at our second
annual Trust to Trail Joy Ride Fundraiser! We had such a
wonderful time riding, chatting, dancing, and connecting
with you all. 

The proceeds from the ride help the Bicycle Coalition of
Maine continue our work advocating for safe and fun
biking, walking, and rolling in Maine, and providing free
educational programming to people of all ages throughout the state. 

Summer Match Campaign
Help us pedal twice as far during our Summer Match Campaign. Thanks to a generous
donor, all gifts from new or returning members, as well as additional gifts from current
members will be matched! Give today and your donation will be doubled! We cannot do
our work without your help.Your donation will:

https://www.bikemaine.org/summer-donation-match/


Help us fill the more than 100 education requests we’ve received already this
summer for bike rodeos, Fix-a-Bike clinics, e-bike demos, and more! This year
alone we have received twice as many education requests as we had last year,
demonstrating a huge demand for this training.
Provide ongoing support and resources for our Community Spokes advocates
working safer streets all across the state, including recent requests for help with
bike/ped safety in Casco, Brunswick, Portland, and Wells!
Support our state and federal advocacy work to increase funding for bike/ped,
require traffic safety education in school, and set goals to reduce roadway fatalities
and severe injuries

Support our Summer Match Campaign

Education
For the month of July we are the beneficiaries of Hannaford's
Community Bag Program. The Bicycle Coalition of Maine will
receive $1 for each $2.50 reusable Community Bag sold throughout
July 2024 at the 787 Riverside Street, Portland ME Hannaford
location.

These donations will go directly to our education programming
which provides free bike and pedestrian training and safety classes
to both kids and adults. This year alone we have received twice as

many education requests as we had last year, demonstrating a huge demand for this
training. We do a lot of work with the Riverton community, so these donations will have a
direct impact on the people who live in this neighborhood!

Our education team rounded out the month with some rodeos in Monmouth and Lincoln
and a safety presentation in Norridgewock. These events had fantastic turnouts and as a
result, our training and safety education reached over 400 kids!

Would you like to help us on a project to raise awareness
about sharing the road, giving cyclists and walkers adequate
space, and not driving distracted?

We're looking for a few bikers and walkers to film a series of
PSAs. If you have a personal story to share, we'd love to
hear it. The dates for filming are July 8, 10, and 11 in the
Portland area. For more details please email Dan Bassett,
dbassett@bikemaine.org

Rides &Events

We wrapped up our Trust to Trail Joy Ride Fundraiser this past Saturday, and we want to
thank everyone who joined us for the ride and celebration of the Bicycle Coalition

mailto:dbassett@bikemaine.org


of Maine.

But, we aren’t done riding, yet!

Looking ahead, we’ve got the Maine Woods Rambler
in Millinocket in September! This region is home to
some of the best riding and views in the state, made
even more special by the fact that the routes for this
event are on trails exclusively opened for this ride and
not accessible the rest of the year. 

In its fourth year, this ride is an experience like no other, offering 50 or 100k routes that
will test your climbing and gravel skills, and a shorter 20k route designed for the more
beginner off-road rider. All routes provide beautiful vistas, plus the possibility of spotting a
moose on your ride. Register today to join us on Saturday September 14.

Brunswick and Portland Women, Femmes, and
Thems
Our Women, Femmes, & Thems inclusive rides are
off to a strong start for the year (pic from first ride).
In addition to the bi-weekly rides in the greater
Portland area, we’ve added four dates on Tuesdays
in July that explore the Brunswick area. You can
learn more about the ride series here, and register
for each ride at the links below:

July 9- 8 mile loop around the Brunswick airport and base
July 16- 12 mile out and back to Crystal Spring Farm
July 23- 12 miles on Brunswick bike paths
July 30- 13.6 mile Crystal Spring Farm,  Wharton’s Bay, Mere Creek Golf
Course Loop

The BCM is excited about the growing use of e-bikes for transportation and recreation, as
they can replace cars for many trips, and drive increased investment in active
transportation infrastructure. Come see why we’re excited about e-bikes as a fun, low-
emission form of active transportation!

Mondays from July 1-September 30, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m., the BCM will be offering e-bike
demos out of our office at 38 Diamond St. in Portland. Pre-register by emailing
travis@bikemaine.org to confirm a bike or drop in!

Other events:
July 2 - Queers in Gear Community Ride, Lewiston 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
July 5 - Biddeford/Saco First Friday Light Up Ride 7:00 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.
July 9 -Queers in Gear Community Ride, Lewiston 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
July 14 - East Bayside Block Party 11:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
July 16 - Fix-A-Bike Bangor 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m
July 16 -Queers in Gear Community Ride, Lewiston 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
July 17 - BCM E-Bike Demo Midcoast Climate, Energy, and Green Building Happy
Hour 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 
July 23 - Queers in Gear Community Ride, Lewiston 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
July 28 - Ellsworth Bike Party 3:00 p.m.- 4:00 p.m.
July 30 - Queers in Gear Community Ride, Lewiston 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Check out our calendar to see more or to submit your event!

Advocacy
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The BCM is excited to announce that Paul Drinan has joined
our team as the Active Transportation Director. Paul brings
great experience from his work most recently as Executive
Director of Friends of Fort Gorges and founder of Vision
Zero Maine.

Paul is a committed bicycle commuter and bike/ped
advocate, and he is excited to start connecting with the
Coalition’s members, partners, and other supporters
throughout Maine. Paul will lead the BCM’s policy efforts,
bike/ped infrastructure work, and Community Spokes
program. Stay tuned for opportunities to connect with Paul
and inform our legislative agenda!

Welcome Paul!

The Maine Better Transportation Association is having a contest for
the "Worst Road in Maine," with the prize being $555-the average
cost for each Maine driver every year in repairs, increased fuel use,
depreciation, and tire wear from Maine's bad roads.

But we KNOW people biking, walking, and rolling have firsthand
experience with poor road conditions too. So we're asking you to
send the MBTA your examples of bad roads in our state and how
that affects people using active transportation. You can find out
more here.

Bike/Ped in the News
More traffic calming measures are being put into place throughout Portland, with colorful
curb extensions narrowing roads and helping to slow traffic at problematic intersections.
We love to see projects like this throughout the state that demonstrate simple solutions to
create safer infrastructure for both pedestrians and road users. 

The Governors Highway Safety Association just published a report showing a drop in
pedestrian traffic deaths nationally for the first time since the pandemic. Unfortunately,
this is not true in Maine. Pedestrian traffic deaths have remained steady over the past
several years. In 2024, four pedestrians died on Maine roads, which is a similar number
compared to the same time period the last few years. We need to continue to step up our
efforts at making better and safer roads, and sharing education on road safety.

https://fixitnowmaine.org/worst-road-contest/
https://wjbq.com/portland-maine-blue-curb-extension-saftey/
https://www.mainepublic.org/npr-news/2024-06-26/pedestrian-deaths-have-fallen-for-the-first-time-since-the-pandemic
https://www.mainepublic.org/npr-news/2024-06-26/pedestrian-deaths-have-fallen-for-the-first-time-since-the-pandemic


Thanks for checking out what is up with the BCM, we hope to see you at one of our
programs or rides this summer, and thank you again for your support which makes this
work possible.

The Bicycle Coalition of Maine supports better walking,
biking, and rolling in Maine through education, advocacy,
outreach, and events. As a membership-based organization,
the BCM is powered by individual and business donors.
Please consider joining as a member or giving an additional
donation. Together, we can make Maine better for
pedestrians and people with bikes!

DEI Statement: The Bicycle Coalition of Maine is committed to advancing our equity and
inclusion efforts. The Coalition is prioritizing diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) in these
focus areas: self-education, community engagement, advocacy, and events. We welcome
community members and visitors of Maine—Wabanaki Territory—from all backgrounds to
join the Coalition. Our most outstanding achievement will be that everyone who joins the
Coalition or attends our events will feel respected and valued.
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