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The countdown is on for the Maine Woods Rambler Saturday September 14 in
Millinocket. While we’re not trying to rush the end of summer, our team can’t help but be
excited for this ride in a region of Maine that holds a special place in our biking hearts. 

Come experience the beauty of early fall on trails that are opened one-day only
exclusively for our riders. We have 50k and 100k routes to test your climbing and gravel
skills, and this year we have designed a 20k route for those beginning their off-road riding.
The ride ends with a celebration and meal at Knife Edge Brewing, where you can relax
with fellow riders while enjoying views of Katahdin. 

Register today to join us on Saturday September 14!

Events

Save the Date! 

Mark your calendar for the evening of Thursday September 19 for the Bicycle Coalition
of Maine’s Annual Meeting and Member Celebration! There will be food, drinks, a raffle,
and updates from the BCM Board and staff. More information is coming soon!

Free e-bike events

https://www.bikemaine.org/the-maine-woods-rambler/
https://www.bikemaine.org/the-maine-woods-rambler/


If you haven’t yet tried an e-bike, what are you waiting
for? The BCM is offering an opportunity every Monday
afternoon at our Portland office at 38 Diamond St. from
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Stop in, stay hello, take a spin, and see
what all the hype is about. 

We’ll also be in Yarmouth on August 7, Woodford’s
Corner Farmers Market in Portland August 8, Freeport
Farmers Market August 9 and 23, and Windham
August 21. These rides are free and meant to provide
riders with a chance to try out an e-bike without pressure or obligation. Please check our
event calendar for more details and dates. 

Staff Spotlight
This summer, the BCM is once again fortunate to host one of
Bowdoin’s Environmental Studies Fellows. This program pairs
students with a range of non-profits throughout the state to give
them experience in the sector, learning the ins and outs of this work.

﻿Our fellow, Naomi Lopez, worked with both our advocacy and
education teams this summer, with the goal of creating a “toolkit” for
students and educators that would expand on the BCM’s
Community Spokes program and create a grassroots organizing
program for youth. Naomi’s project provides lesson plans for
educators and tools to empower young people to advocate for

better bike and pedestrian infrastructure in their communities. We’re so appreciative of
Naomi’s contributions this summer which help us bridge our platforms of education and
advocacy. Great work Naomi!

Education

As our education team starts preparing for the start
of the school year, we reflected on an important
piece of our summer education, the Earn-A-Bike
classes.

On July 16, the Bicycle Coalition of Maine helped
12 international students at the University of
Maine's Intensive English Institute fix up
abandoned and donated bicycles, giving the
students much appreciated mobility in Maine. The
Coalition's educators gave the students an
overview of the rules of the road for bicycles in Maine, tips on safe riding, guidance on
maintenance for riding well, and safety gear, too! 

Students were from all over the world, including several countries in South America, Asia
(China and Japan), and Africa (Ivory Coast and Democratic Republic of Congo).
Everyone, staff included, enjoyed the opportunity to learn more about bicycle care, and
the fixed bikes are now visible all around campus along with their riders.

Library e-bike program update

Borrow an e-bike from the library! Town libraries in Orrington, Kennebunk, and
Rockland each have two class 1, cruiser style bikes available through the end of August.
The program works just like borrowing a book: citizens can borrow a bike with lights, lock,
charger, bike tool and helmet all in a special backpack, for three days. 

Borrower feedback has been positive with rider comments like: “I felt more comfortable on
the road than I do on my regular bike” and “Amazing program, thanks for the

https://www.bikemaine.org/events/month/2024-08/


opportunity!” The e-bike lending program will be returning to
Westbrook, Scarborough, and Cumberland libraries in
September. Thanks to the MaineDOT for partnering with the
BCM to make this e-bike library program possible!

Advocacy
We’re looking for your feedback on Rail Trails!

The Maine DOT is looking for feedback for their
feasibility study on converting a 31-mile section of the
inactive Mountain Division Rail Corridor to an interim
use, off-road, shared-use path that runs from Standish
to Fryeberg.

﻿The BCM believes that the interim conversion of rail
corridors into trails for active transportation and recreation is the best and highest-impact
use of these public resources. The BCM supports the transformation of these rails into
trails which would increase connectivity and provide recreational space for the
community. We encourage you to learn more and leave feedback for the Maine DOT. 

Development
Our development team has been busy in July helping to promote
our Summer Match Campaign! Thanks to a generous donor, any
new member, rejoining member, or additional gift made now
through September 30 will be matched up to $50,000. And as of
July 31, we have met 50% of our goal! 

That means we have $25,000 more to raise! If you haven’t yet
become a member of BCM, now is the perfect time, as your dollars
will go twice as far. 

Visit our website for more information or call 207-623-4511 ext 8.

Our development director, Antonina Pelletier, visited bike shops in the
Bangor area last month. It  was great to hear about the bike-ped
issues facing the Bangor communities and bike shops in general. A
big thank you to all four shops we visited:  Pat’s Bike Shop- Brewer,
Slipping Gears - Bangor, Rose Bike Shop - Orono, and Ski Rack
Sports - Bangor. Each of these shops received a bike packet full of
information and handouts, and we are grateful to report all are proud
BCM members!

Bike/Ped in the News
Active transportation was in the news last month with projects and improvements
happening across the state to create more accessibility and better bike/pedestrian
infrastructure. Check out these articles including a new bike/ped path in Sanford and
Bangor, a new mountain biking program at Oak Hill High School, and the successful e-
bike lending program at the library in Rockland. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/dec4a29e8e5d44d6a08dcd21c18f5099
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https://sanfordspringvalenews.com/walkers-and-cyclists-to-get-passage-under-route-4/
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2024/07/16/bangor/bangor-government/bangor-pedestrian-path-gets-funding-3-years-after-approval-joam40zk0w/
https://www.sunjournal.com/2024/07/17/oak-hill-high-school-gets-traction-for-new-mountain-biking-program/
https://knox.villagesoup.com/announcements/community/e-bikes-available-for-lending-at-rockland-public-library-through-pilot-program/article_82fa5cb6-45de-11ef-9fe8-23026c439a7d.html
https://knox.villagesoup.com/announcements/community/e-bikes-available-for-lending-at-rockland-public-library-through-pilot-program/article_82fa5cb6-45de-11ef-9fe8-23026c439a7d.html


Credit: Daryn Slover, Sun Journal

Thank You!
Thanks for checking out what is up with the BCM, we hope to see you at one of our
programs or rides this summer, and thank you again for your support which makes this
work possible.

The Bicycle Coalition of Maine supports better walking,
biking, and rolling in Maine through education, advocacy,
outreach, and events. As a membership-based organization,
the BCM is powered by individual and business donors.
Please consider joining as a member or giving an additional
donation. Together, we can make Maine better for
pedestrians and people with bikes!

DEI Statement: The Bicycle Coalition of Maine is committed to advancing our equity and
inclusion efforts. The Coalition is prioritizing diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) in these
focus areas: self-education, community engagement, advocacy, and events. We welcome
community members and visitors of Maine—Wabanaki Territory—from all backgrounds to
join the Coalition. Our most outstanding achievement will be that everyone who joins the
Coalition or attends our events will feel respected and valued.
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