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It's just four days until Election Day, and if you haven'’t already cast your vote, remember
the decisions you make at the polls for local, state, and federal elections all have an
impact on active transportation here in Maine.

The BCM and a number of other organizations around the state are encouraging voters to
vote YES on Question 4, the Maine Trails Bond. If passed, this bond will provide $30
million in much needed funding to support the design, development, and maintenance of
trails throughout Maine.

We'll see you at the polls!

Advocacy

A decade of advocacy sees results!

Our Associate Education Director, Erik daSilva, finally got the “No Bikes on Sidewalk”
signs removed from the Stillwater River bridge!

Orono does not have nor has ever had a municipal code stating that sidewalk riding is
unlawful. Nevertheless, about 15 years ago a determined town council member managed
to convince the town to mount “No Bikes on Sidewalk” signs at all four corners of the Rt 2
Stillwater River bridge in Orono. This bridge is a critical part of the infrastructure in Orono
and the roadway carries heavy, and often fast, traffic volumes to and from UMaine. The



https://www.pressherald.com/2024/09/11/advocates-campaign-for-maines-first-trail-bond/

bridge provides only a narrow shoulder for cyclists to
use but for many, the sidewalk is the only safe option
for crossing.

Erik has been requesting these signs be removed for
nearly a decade now, and two of them were removed
rather promptly, but the final two stubbornly remained.
Last week Orono's new Town Manager, Clint
Deschene, and Council Chair, Dan Demeritt, arranged
to have the final two signs removed and gifted one of
them to Erik. Cheers Dan and Clint for making this
finally happen!

Bangor in the News

The Bangor region has been the focus of a lot of attention with regard to safety
measures for people cycling, walking, and rolling, following a surge of crashes involving
cyclists and pedestrians. The BCM has been actively engaged with local leaders in
discussions of how to increase road safety for vulnerable users.

Our Active Transportation Director, Paul Drinan, was recently in Orono to discuss the Rt. 2
Transportation Improvement Project with community members, town council and staff, and
BACTS (Bangor Area Comprehensive Transportation System). The goal of this project is
to improve safety and build new infrastructure for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers and
by doing so, to mitigate traffic impacts on the community, especially during the school
year. Visit this link for more information.

Education

Our Education team continues working with schools throughout the state to teach bike
skills and safety education to students. On October 16, they worked with Carrabec
Community School in North Anson, with students K-8th grade.

The 8th graders chaperoned the youngest students, providing guidance on the rodeo
course and helping quite a few newbies bicycle for the first time. A big shoutout goes to
PE teacher Heidi Day and all 200 students for coming together to host this very special
“bike day” with the Bicycle Coalition of Maine!
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Where to Ride

For those looking to get out and enjoy the fall temps, we just updated our Where to Ride
page with a nice road ride based out of the tiny town of Canaan, off Route 2 in Somerset
County.

The route winds through beautiful farmland, and ventures on to smooth unpaved roads at
times. Traffic is calm and the terrain is pleasant. This is a great route to invigorate riders
any day when time might be tight — or when you're just exploring new areas in the

state. Check out this route and others in our Where to Ride (W2R) library.

Cranksgiving Returns to Portland!

Join us in Portland Saturday November 9 if you're
looking for a fun ride that gives back. Yep, it's time for
the annual Cranksgiving_ Ride!

Cranksgiving is a food drive on two wheels hosted by
The Portland Encyclepedia, the Bicycle Coalition of
Maine, and Portland Gear Hub. Part bike ride, part
madcap scavenger hunt. All you need is a bicycle, a
lock, and a bag!

This event is FREE, but you'll need $15-$20 to purchase food. Donations will support the
Westbrook Food Pantry. We will meet at Portland Gear Hub at 10:30 a.m. and from there
pedal around Portland visiting the stops on the list. You can make it a race, or go at your
own pace. Visit all the stops or just a couple. At the end, we will meet at Rising Tide
Brewing to collect the donations and celebrate each other and the fun of riding bikes in
November. Costumes are encouraged!

We are also offering use of our e-bike fleet again this year! Register here if you would like
to try out an e-bike as you travel around town collecting Cranksgiving goods.

Business Partner Spotlight

Our membership team of Travis Clough and Antonina Pelletier were on the road this past
summer visiting bike shops and businesses across the state and beyond. Business
support is at the foundation of the work we do, not only monetarily but because bike shops
and businesses are public-facing with the opportunity to connect with those cycling,
walking, and rolling.

We want to warmly welcome back the businesses who have supported us in the past and
who chose to rejoin our community this summer: Seacoast EBikes in Portsmouth NH,
Foreside Bicycle Shop in Kittery, Rose Foods in Portland, Busytown Bikes in Lewiston,
Breton’s Bike & Fly Shop in Wells, and Kennebec Valley Bicycle Club in Mount
Vernon.

If you are interested in learning about the benefits or becoming a business member,
please reach out to our Membership Manager Travis Clough at: travis@bikemaine.org
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BCM Board Member Michael Rifkin and Seacoast E Bikes: Steven Gerhartz (center) and
Busytown Bikes owner Frank Jalbert chat about staff stay on top of the new sales and repairs.
the latest trends in local biking.

Bike/Ped in the News

Across the state, active transportation remained in the news this month. In Yarmouth, the
town council voted unanimously to adopt a local Vision Zero Policy to eliminate traffic
deaths by 2045.

Students at UMaine are speaking_up for a more bike and pedestrian friendly campus
and town.

In Presque lIsle, city councilors voted unanimously Oct. 2 to pursue a $27 million
federal Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity grant through the
MDOT’s Village Partnership Initiative. Some goals include making the downtown better for
biking and walking, as well as expanding upon the town’s already successful 6 mile biking
and walking path.

Thank You!

Thanks for checking out what is up with the BCM, we hope to see you at one of our
programs or events. Thank to the businesses, foundations and individuals who make this
work possible. Want to support BCM? Give or join today!

The Bicycle Coalition of Maine supports better walking,
biking, and rolling in Maine through education, advocacy,
outreach, and events. As a membership-based organization,
the BCM is powered by individual and business donors.
Please consider joining as a member or giving an additional
donation. Together, we can make Maine better for
pedestrians and people with bikes!

DEI Statement: The Bicycle Coalition of Maine is committed to advancing our equity and
inclusion efforts. The Coalition is prioritizing diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) in these
focus areas: self-education, community engagement, advocacy, and events. We welcome
community members and visitors of Maine—Wabanaki Territory—ifrom all backgrounds to
join the Coalition. Our most outstanding achievement will be that everyone who joins the
Coalition or attends our events will feel respected and valued.

0000



https://www.pressherald.com/2024/09/25/yarmouth-adopts-policy-to-eliminate-traffic-deaths/
https://mainecampus.com/category/opinion/2024/09/bikers-lets-take-back-long-road/
https://thecounty.me/2024/10/04/business-news/presque-isle-will-proceed-with-village-partnership-main-street-project/
https://www.maine.gov/mdot/pga/cbi/village/
https://www.bikemaine.org/one-time-gifts/
https://www.bikemaine.org/memberships/
https://www.facebook.com/bicyclecoalitionmaine
https://www.facebook.com/bicyclecoalitionmaine
https://www.instagram.com/bikemaine/
https://www.instagram.com/bikemaine/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_fGF-wVoaoEoFOF25N3ulQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_fGF-wVoaoEoFOF25N3ulQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bicycle-coalition-of-maine/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bicycle-coalition-of-maine/

Bicycle Coalition of Maine | 38 Diamond Street | Portland, ME 04101 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Our Privacy Policy | Constant Contact Data Notice

o Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.bikemaine.org/privacy-policy-2/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=nfgbundle&nav=8bf729fe-deb4-4452-a19a-1e9f4054861f
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=nfgbundle&nav=8bf729fe-deb4-4452-a19a-1e9f4054861f

