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As 2024 draws to a close, we begin to look ahead at what the next year holds for us. In
2025, we will be announcing our 2025-2029 Strategic Plan, advocating for active
transportation with the opening of the 132nd Legislative Session and the launch of
Maine’s State Climate Action Plan, and growing our educational programming, as we
seek to meet the increased demand across all sixteen counties.

This is all work that we cannot do without you—our members and community. Here, in the
final month of 2024, we're asking for your support. If you have ridden with us, attended a
class or event, or written to your legislator in support of active transportation, consider
supporting our Annual Appeal by becoming_ a member of the BCM today to ensure we
can continue to be the voice for safer biking, walking, and rolling in Maine.

Our newsletter this month will highlight some of the recent work we’ve been doing
thanks to your support!

Education

Earn-A-Bike Program

The BCM's Bangor-area Earn-A-Bike program, working in conjunction with UMaine's
Intensive English Institute, added three more graduates to its program! Last month, we
helped students from Rwanda and the Republic of Congo to work through general bike
maintenance and safety training. These three women earned their bikes, which they plan
on using to get to their classes, to run errands, and for recreation.



https://www.maine.gov/climateplan/sites/maine.gov.climateplan/files/2024-11/MWW_2024_Book_112124.pdf
https://www.bikemaine.org/memberships/

Cheers to our great students, to University of
Maine at Augusta instructor Anna Husson
Isozaki, and to all who support this
programming!

Support the Earn-A-Bike Program

E-Bike Program

In the fall of 2023 we launched an e-bike program with the MaineDOT. The program
started with ten e-bikes and a modest goal of hosting test rides and demonstrations. That
simple outline of a program in the past year has resulted in 64 events with over 500
people getting the opportunity to ride e-bikes and to experience not only how fun they are,
but also what a great option they are for transportation.

This program also worked with the Maine Department of Labor to provide e-bikes to 10
people in recovery in the Bangor area—providing them with vital transportation to get to
work and health services, and be connected with their community. We also launched an e-
bike lending program in collaboration with libraries in Westbrook, Scarborough, Rockland,
Orrington, Windham, and Kennebunk. With so much accomplished in its inaugural year,
we’re so excited to see what 2025 brings for this program!

Become an Instructor

Want to help others walk, cycle, and roll safely? Come join the BCM in 2025 as an
instructor!

The BCM's Instructor Certification Program is a hybrid learning program that trains you
to lead rides, give presentations, and run bike rodeos. Training consists of an online video
portion, an exam, and a one day in-person training class. Get a jump start this winter by
completing the online training so you are ready to go when we do in-person training in the
spring. If you are interested in learning more, check out our education page!

Advocacy

The passing of the Maine Trails Bond was a huge win for the BCM and our partner
organizations in 2024. The work behind getting this bond on the ballot, and then passed
by Maine voters, was successful because of the hard work of so many passionate trails
advocates and votes of people like you who recognize the importance of building,
maintaining, and sharing Maine’s valuable resource.



https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form?svcid=tcs&formId=2815b9a8-3131-431b-95fb-d2084256d93a&envid=p--9iiR8vsPk-GonsmR_-WPQ&zone=usa
https://www.bikemaine.org/education/teach-with-us/

This summer, with the help of our Bowdoin Summer Fellow Naomi, the BCM worked on
merging the work of our education and advocacy teams by developing a Community
Spokes program for youth. This program teaches students how to be advocates in their
schools and communities for good infrastructure and safe streets.

As we look toward the 132nd Legislative session, we have a lot of work to do and will be
reaching out to our members to lend their voice in support of legislation related to active
transportation, infrastructure, and safety for vulnerable road users.

Events

In our first year without BikeMaine, we were excited to expand our focus and start to offer
more types of riding as well as to create opportunities for more people to participate in our
events.

Our Trust to Trail Joy Ride partnered with Portland Wheelers to open up the experience
to more participants, while our Maine Woods Rambler had its best turnout year with riders
of all ages, and 72 participants experiencing the trails in northern Maine for the first time.

Our Women, Femmes, and Thems rides in Portland and Brunswick, and along with fun
collaboration rides like our Pride Ride with Bissell Brothers and the holiday Cranksgiving
ride, showed the importance of expanding the types of events we offer to reach a broader
audience of riders interested in different styles, levels of experience, and kinds of riding. In
2025 we're looking forward to new partnerships and new opportunities to ride.

Do you have an idea for a ride in 20257 Please let us know at info@bikemaine.org

Winter Webinars and Programs

We are cooking up some fun things for this winter! We will be bringing back our
Wednesday Webinar series where we discuss current active transportation issues,
interview decision makers and influencers in the cycling world, and occasionally throw in
some fun educational topics.

We are also planning on keeping the wheels rolling with some on bike classes this winter.
For those who would enjoy some indoor fun, we have more bike-based craft classes on
the way as well. We'll be posting more in the near future, so keep your eyes peeled for
upcoming announcements.

December 12 6:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. The 15th Annual Ciclismo Classico Bike Travel
Film Festival
December 21 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Belfast Repair Cafe

Bike/Ped in the News

In 2024, “active transportation” truly entered the lexicon, as towns across Maine began
to rethink their downtowns, development, and how their populations move throughout their
regions. Along with the passing of the Maine Trails Bond, there was also an increased
focus on the draw of mountain biking and gravel riding in our state, attracting both
residents and visitors.



https://portlandwheelers.org/
https://www.pressherald.com/2024/11/25/cyclists-pedal-for-food-pantry-finds/
mailto:info@bikemaine.org
https://www.bikemaine.org/wednesday-webinars/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/the-15th-annual-ciclismo-classico-bike-travel-film-festival/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/the-15th-annual-ciclismo-classico-bike-travel-film-festival/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/belfast-repair-cafe/

Throughout 2024, Belfast has been working alongside the MaineDOT to develop an
Active Transportation and Accessibility Plan that will “guide the creation of safer, more
accessible streets and sidewalks and more dynamic public spaces in the midcoast city.”
Hundreds of residents chimed in at meetings and through surveys.

Presque Isle was the recipient of an award for their plan to revitalize their downtown with
a focus on maximizing walkability, connectivity, and accessibility.

Piscataquis County is going to be the home of an 84-mile trail system thanks to the
Elliotsville Foundation. The trails will range in difficulty level and elevations with the goal of
attracting people with a range of experience to get out and enjoy the trails.

Need a gift for the cyclist on your list?

From stocking stuffers all the way to a one of a kind e-bike, we’ve got the perfect holiday
gifts that just also happen to support the BCM.

Holiday Treats:
Help your giftee represent their BCM support with a pair of SockGuy BCM or BikeMaine
socks, or enjoy cold weather riding with a BCM Buff!

Represent all who bike, walk, and roll with BCM’s cozy Icons sweatshirt.

Thoughtful Presents:

For that person who is always wondering where to ride, get them a Ride with GPS
Premium Membership! From now through January 2, 2025, the BCM will receive an $8
donation for each Premium Ride with GPS subscription purchased through this link
(subscription includes 3 free months - 15 months for the price of 12). Additionally, if
someone already has a paid account they can still take advantage of the gift offer — it will
simply be added onto the end of their current subscription. Sign up today!

Splurge-worthy Gift:
For that really special someone, check out the DuraBike BCM Benefit happening now
through January 1, 2025!

New Gloucester based DuraBike is donating 10% of all sales of its Lumenux bikes
through January 1 to the BCM. This Class lll e-bike (Class | option available) is a unique
commuter e-bike built for long-term reliability, low maintenance, and maximum rider
comfort. And according to the BCM staff, it is a super fun ride too! DuraBike has sample



https://www.penbaypilot.com/article/active-transportation-infrastructure-plan-underway-belfast/251980
https://www.wagmtv.com/2024/10/30/presque-islemdot-win-smart-growth-award-downtown-revitalization/
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bicycles available at Ernie’s Cycle Shop (105 Conant St, Westbrook, ME) for demo rides.
Please contact them at 207-854-4090 to contact them to schedule a demo or to order.

The Bicycle Coalition of Maine supports better walking,
biking, and rolling in Maine through education, advocacy,
outreach, and events. As a membership-based organization,
the BCM is powered by individual and business donors.
Please consider joining as a member or giving an additional
donation. Together, we can make Maine better for
pedestrians and people with bikes!

DEI Statement: The Bicycle Coalition of Maine is committed to advancing our equity and
inclusion efforts. The Coalition is prioritizing diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) in these
focus areas: self-education, community engagement, advocacy, and events. We welcome
community members and visitors of Maine—Wabanaki Territory—from all backgrounds to
join the Coalition. Our most outstanding achievement will be that everyone who joins the
Coalition or attends our events will feel respected and valued.

0000

Bicycle Coalition of Maine | 38 Diamond Street | Portland, ME 04101 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Our Privacy Policy | Constant Contact Data Notice

o Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.facebook.com/bicyclecoalitionmaine
https://www.facebook.com/bicyclecoalitionmaine
https://www.instagram.com/bikemaine/
https://www.instagram.com/bikemaine/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_fGF-wVoaoEoFOF25N3ulQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_fGF-wVoaoEoFOF25N3ulQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bicycle-coalition-of-maine/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bicycle-coalition-of-maine/
https://www.bikemaine.org/privacy-policy-2/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=nfgbundle&nav=3e0967ca-3be9-4650-a8e5-216607d5f292
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=nfgbundle&nav=3e0967ca-3be9-4650-a8e5-216607d5f292

