February 2026 Newsletter

BICYCLE
COALITION

A Note From Andrew:

February in Maine always feels like a moment of both reflection and
momentum. The days are still short, but you can feel the shift coming. At the
Bicycle Coalition of Maine, this is the time of year when we double down on the
work that keeps people moving safely today while building toward the season
ahead.

Across the state, we are continuing to partner with communities, schools, and
municipalities to make it safer and easier for people to walk, bike, and roll.
From winter maintenance conversations to youth education programs to
planning for another full year of rides, events, and advocacy, our team is
focused on one thing: making sure more Mainers have access to safe,
reliable, and joyful transportation options.

We are also deeply grateful for the support that powers this work. Whether you
are a member, volunteer, donor, partner, or someone who simply believes that
everyone deserves to get home safely, you are part of this movement.

Thank you for riding with us through every season.

With Gratitude,



https://www.bikemaine.org/donate/
https://www.bikemaine.org/donate/

Andrew

C SUPPORT THE BICYCLE COALITION OF MAINE )

Development

Our 2025 annual appeal was a massive success! Together, we raised over
$145,000 to help support our work of making Maine a better place to walk, bike
and roll. We are blown away and humbled by the generosity shown by our
community. Your support makes all our work possible and is as essential as

ever. Thank you for putting us on strong footing for 2026 and making Maine
roads safer for all.

Alex Pretti Memorial Ride 1/31/2026
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Attention, Attention, Attention! Mark your calendars, save these dates, because
BCM has some events you do not want to miss:

Community & Education Events:

Ripe for Repair Meetup - March 8th, 2026 @ 1-4pm - Woodfords Corner,
Portland

Virtual BCM Instructor Orientation* - March 19th, 2026 @ 7pm-8pm

Virtual BCM Instructor Orientation* - March 24th @ 7pm-8pm

In-person BCM Instructor Certification Class* - April 4th, 2026 @ 9am-3pm
- Portland

Summer 2026 Rides:

Joy Ride - June 7th, 2026 - Kennebunkport, ME

East Bayside Trail Fest - June 28th, 2026 - Portland, ME
Lobster Ride - Late July - Rockland, ME

Maine Woods Rambler - September 26th, 2026 - Greenville, ME

The East Bayside Trail Fest registration is now live. Stay tuned for the
announcement of the Joy Ride, Lobster Ride, and Maine Woods Rambler
registrations!

*More details below or on our Teach With Us page!

Education



https://www.trails.org/calendar/east-bayside-trail-fest-2026/
https://www.trails.org/calendar/east-bayside-trail-fest-2026/
https://www.bikesignup.com/Race/ME/Portland/EastBaysideTrailFest
https://www.bikemaine.org/education/teach-with-us/

COMMUNITY

SPOKES

YOUTH PROGRAM

BICYCLE COALITION
OF MAINE

The Bicycle Coalition of Maine (BECM) believes that youth are not only the riders and
pedestrians of today but also the advocates, policy shapers, and civic leaders of
tomorrow. The Youth Community Spokes program aims to create a new generation of
leaders who are equipped to speak up, organize, and drive lasting change. This program
adapts our successful adult Community Spokes model into a youth-specific initiative
designed for students ages 14-18. It will provide them with the knowledge, tools, and
confidence to champion safer streets, sustainable transportation, and healthier
communities.,

i

Conduct Walk & Bike
Audits

Assess the walk/bike-ability,
safety, accessibility, and
comfort of a specific area,
typically focusing on the built
environment such as
sidewalks, intersections, street

Design & implement pop
up safety demonstrations

Change road design—including
narrower travel lanes, curb
extensions, more visible
crosswalks, and the installation
of public arts to create a safer
& more inviting environment

Advocate before Local &
State Policy Makers

Youth-led initiatives that
result in public presentations
and advocacy before
municipal leaders, school
boards, and community
stakeholders.

lighting, and traffic conditions.  for active transportation.

Become part of a statewide network of young leaders who are ready to influence policy,
shape infrastructure decisions, and advance the goals of Maine Won't Wait, the state's
Climate Action Plan. Contact for more information and to apply

38 Diamaond Street
o4101

BICYCLE
DALITION

OF MAINE

Portland, Ma
207,623,451

@i Calling all future leaders ages 14-18! .7,

The Bicycle Coalition of Maine is looking for students to help us pilot our new
Youth Community Spokes program. If you know of students who would be
interested in safer streets and sustainable transportation, please get in touch.

As a participant, you will learn how to:
74 Conduct Walk & Bike Audits
{4 Design pop-up safety demonstrations
"4 Advocate directly to local and state policy makers

Email erik@bikemaine.org to learn more and apply

Share Your Passion: Become a Certified Safety Instructor



mailto:erik@bikemaine.org

Are you passionate about cycling, walking, and making Maine communities
safer? The Bicycle Coalition of Maine is looking for enthusiastic individuals to
join our team as certified Safety Instructors. In this role, you will have the
opportunity to empower children and adults with the skills they need to
navigate their neighborhoods safely. We value your time and dedication, which
is why we offer a stipend for teaching hours and mileage reimbursement
for travel. If you love connecting with people and want to make a tangible
difference, we invite you to apply and help us lead the way in active
transportation safety. Two virtual orientation sessions are scheduled for March
19th and March 24th, and in-person training will be on April 4th in Portland,
ME. Click here to learn more about certification and how to get started.

Bring Free Safety Education to Your Community

Did you know the Bicycle Coalition of Maine brings safety education directly to
you? Our statewide program sends certified instructors to schools, workplaces,
community centers, and civic groups to teach essential walking and cycling
skills—completely free of charge. Whether you are looking for interactive
classroom presentations, active on-bike experiences, or hands-on bike
mechanic workshops, we tailor our programming to suit all ages and
backgrounds. This is a wonderful opportunity to build confidence and safety
awareness within your group. Click here to learn more about scheduling a
session for your organization.

And as always, check our Events Calendar for the latest public education
offerings near you — and feel free to add your own.

REQUEST BIKE/PED SAFETY EDUCATION

A bike rodeo from one of our 2025 Instructor Training Sessions!

Where-To-Ride

Who loves pedaling in new and beautiful places?

We are working on new Where-to-Ride routes! We’'ve got three ‘front burner’
routes in York, Knox, and Somerset counties, plus a handful of other routes in
other corners of the state that are next in line. YOU can help enhance our
catalog too! Please reach out to us if you have a favorite route that you'd like to



https://www.bikemaine.org/education/teach-with-us/
https://www.bikemaine.org/education/
https://www.bikemaine.org/events/
https://docs.google.com/a/bikemaine.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckWzWTyMTTjbrPAKMEYtuCEzHD_aaf0nHoxNAdbIggLLZvdw/viewform

share—we’d love to
ride it with you and
then work together to
curate for the W2R
catalog.
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CHECK OUT W2R HERE

Fix-A-Bike & Bike Rodeos

In addition to safety education and
rodeos, the BCM offers “Fix a Bike”
classes where riders can learn how
to repair and maintain their

rigs. These are hands-on classes
where we provide the tools and
guidance so you can work on your
own bike. We also support regional
Repair Cafes where you can drop
in for repair help on bikes. Check

out these upcoming classes!

and sign up for a Fix-A-Bike or Bike Rodeo near you!

Our program instructors are available all times of the year and for any age
audience. Please visit to learn more and make a
request.



https://www.bikemaine.org/where-to-ride/
https://www.bikemaine.org/where-to-ride/
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On The Go Radio Show

On The Go is a biweekly radio show from the Bicycle Coalition of Maine,
dedicated to exploring people-powered transportation across the state. Each
episode dives into the policies, infrastructure, culture, and changemakers
shaping the way Mainers walk, bike, and roll. From decision-makers and
engineers to local icons and everyday community members, On The Go brings
you voices from the frontlines of active transportation in Maine. Aired on the
University of Southern Maine's community radio station, WMPG 90.9, listeners
can listen over the airwaves or online via live stream or anytime through the
show archive.

In mid-January, Andre Briere, the executive director of the Maine Turnpike
Authority came on to the show as a guest to discuss LD 1457, the proposal for
a pilot program to allow automated speed control systems in work zones.
Earlier this week, Samantha Peikes, a city planner from Auburn, joined for a
conversation about pedestrian safety, transportation access and infrastructure
in the winter. She shared her insights as a planner on what needs to be done
to ensure that sidewalks get equal priority in snow removal and winter
maintenance.

Tune in every other Monday at 11:30am to hear how state and local leaders
are working to make Maine a better place to walk, bike, and roll.

CHECK OUT THE ARCHIVES HERE
Advocacy

The close of 2025 brought renewed and urgent focus to traffic violence in
Maine, reinforcing the importance of BCM’s advocacy work. Last year alone,
Maine saw 248 pedestrian-involved crashes resulting in 24 fatalities, and 211
cyclist-involved crashes with 5 fatalities. These realities continue to shape our
legislative and public engagement in 2026.

So far this year, BCM has provided testimony and engagement on LD 287,
strongly supported LD 1457 to advance an automated speed enforcement pilot
in work zones, engaged in the MaineDOT Commissioner appointment process,



https://www.wmpg.org/show/mon1130/

and continued to push forward Vision Zero efforts in communities across the
state. We remain committed to policies and investments that make Maine’s
roads safer for everyone, because everyone deserves to get home safely.

The Community Spokes Program is the Bicycle Coalition of Maine’s statewide
network of cyclist and pedestrian advocates at the local level. We empower
residents to become champions—or “Community Spokes”—of active
transportation in their cities and towns.

Our advocacy depends on a strong, informed community, and you can be part
of it. to join our Community Spokes network and lend your voice to
making Maine’s streets safer and more accessible.

Together, we can keep the momentum moving forward.

Volunteer with Us!

Check out the on our website and get involved.

The BCM is looking to re-engage past volunteers and welcome in new friends.
Sign up as a general volunteer, volunteer to help at a ride or valet bike parking.
You'll also find links to other bike volunteer opportunities around the state. This
page will be growing and expanding, so check back often!

BECOME A VOLUNTEER

Trans America Ride - Support!



https://www.bikemaine.org/advocacy/community-spokes/
https://welcome.civicchamps.com/apply/bicycle-coalition-of-maine/13773
https://www.bikemaine.org/events/volunteer/
https://www.bikemaine.org/events/volunteer/

In Spring 2026, Ray Franks is biking from Florida to
‘ Maine to raise money to support these LGBTQ+
TRANS \ centered organizations: The Trevor Project and
Lambda Legal. Support and follow along with his

AMERICA RIDE  journey here: transamericaride.org.

Ray will embark on the last section of this ride, from
Boston, MA to Bar Harbor, ME at the end of June
and is looking for folks to join him on the road both
riding and driving support.

For more information on where and when to ride with Ray, contact him directly:
support@transamericaride.org

Partner Spotlights

Bike Shop Spotlight

Busytown Bikes is a full service shop that's interested in helping
everyone get on a bike. Whether it's a push bike for a young child, a full
suspension mountain bike, or an electric bike we listen to the customer
and what they need/want. Busytown Bikes was founded 13 years ago
and has been growing every year. We're active in the local cycling
community hosting weekly rides, helping with trail building/maintenance
and offering clinics. We believe that a shop is a part of the community
and needs to help foster the cycling community.

Busytown Bikes
996 Sabattus St.
Lewiston, ME. 04240
(207) 241-3233



https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
https://lambdalegal.org/
http://transamericaride.org/
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Community

Bar Harbor Bicycle Shop Job Postings:

Bike Rental Supervisor

Bar Harbor Bike Shop is looking for a seasonal full-time Rental Supervisor
who is reliable, enjoys working with people in a fast-paced environment, can
explain the functions of our rental bikes along with the understanding of riding
in the Acadia area and supervises the Rental Staff throughout the tourism
season. HOUSING IS PROVIDED

Bike Rental Manager

Bar Harbor Bicycle Shop is seeking a full-time seasonal Bike Rental Manager
for its on-site location in Bar Harbor, ME. The Bike Rental Manager will
oversee the day-to-day operations of the rental department, including
managing bike inventory, processing rentals, coordinating bike maintenance,
and ensuring high levels of customer satisfaction. The role also involves
handling our rental system, training staff on rental procedures, and addressing
customer inquiries or concerns promptly and professionally when the rental.
HOUSING IS PROVIDED

If interested, please send a resume to jill@barharborbike.com

More about Bar Harbor Bicycle Shop

Membership Benefits

woods+
wters

gear exchange

C?B bern

SHARE

ANIVIN

WITH GPS

BICYCLE

BCM Membership Perks
« 10% Ride w/ GPS Subscription (Basic or Premium)
e 10% Off at Woods + Waters Gear Exchange
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15% off Custom Trips at PackRaft Maine
20% Off Gear Rentals at Maine Gear Share
25% Off Bern Helmets

FREE Bicycle Benefits Sticker

The Bicycle Coalition of Maine supports better riding,
walking, and rolling in Maine through education, advocacy,
outreach, and events. As a membership-based organization,
the BCM is powered by individual and business donors.
Please consider joining as a member or giving an additional
donation. Together, we can make Maine better for
pedestrians and people with bikes!

C BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! )
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