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BCM Bike Rodeo!

A Note From Andrew:
Hello friends,
May is Bike Month, and wow, does it feel like it.

I’'m five months into my role as Executive Director of the Bicycle Coalition of Maine,
and | couldn’t be prouder of what we’re building together. In just these first few
months, I've been in 20 municipalities across the state (some more than once),
meeting with local leaders, joining neighborhood rides, and advancing our shared
vision for safer, more welcoming streets. From Biddeford to Bar Harbor, Skowhegan
to South Portland, your Coalition is on the move.

And it's not just me. We have an incredible staff, passionate volunteers, and
dedicated supporters like you fueling this momentum. Whether we’re presenting
Vision Zero policies, testifying for safer infrastructure in Augusta, giving away bikes
in Orono, or organizing a jam-packed event calendar, BCM is buzzing! We're
growing, rebuilding, and delivering impact where it matters most.

But we need your help to keep going. If you haven't yet joined or renewed your
membership, please do today. If you're able to contribute to our Spring Fundraising
Appeal, now’s the time. Your support keeps our wheels turning.

This newsletter is packed with ways to get involved, from the solemn Ride of
Silence on May 21 to the joyful Joy Ride FUNdraiser on June 8, to Bike to Work
Day on May 16 and our growing volunteer opportunities. Read on, get inspired, and
reach out. I'd love to go for a ride with you. After all, joy is the reason we ride.



https://www.bikemaine.org/memberships/
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/adaptive-donor-form/?formId=a7e63d94-4213-4675-a3d9-fceb22625f05&envid=p--9iiR8vsPk-GonsmR_-WPQ&zone=usa
https://www.bikemaine.org/ride-of-silence/
https://www.bikemaine.org/ride-of-silence/
https://www.bikemaine.org/bcm-joyride-fundraiser/
https://www.bikemaine.org/bcm-joyride-fundraiser/

Happy Bike Month, Maine!
With Gratitude,

Andrew

Rides & Events

Ride season is back! Get ready to roll

Bangor Green Drinks — May 13
e This May, Greendrinks turns FIFTEEN years old! To celebrate, Green Drinks,
Waterfront Concerts & Bicycle Coalition of Maine are teaming up to throw the
best birthday bash Bangor has ever seen. On Tuesday, May 13th from 5-8pm
we’ll be at the Maine Savings Amphiteater’s Premium Seating Club behind the
stage with beer, drinks, snacks, and BIRTHDAY CAKE! Learn more here.

Bike to Work Day — May 16
e Celebrate BIKE TO WORK DAY with a morning commute party! Enjoy free
coffee and snacks and come meet your local bike community. We’'ll be at
the parking lot across from Hannaford on Preble Street/ Back Cove (near the
birds) with demos, commuter information, prizes giveaways, music and more!
e Proudly Supported by the City of Portland, Bicycle Coalition of Maine, and Go
Maine, with additional support from Tandem Coffee and Rose Foods.

Ride of Silence — May 21st
e The Ride of Silence, an annual international bicycle ride will be hosted in

Portland by the BCM on Wednesday May 21st, 2025 at 6:30. The ride honors
road users who have been injured or killed by traffic violence while bicycling,
raises awareness that bicyclists have a legal right to use the road, and
reminds motorists to respectfully share the road with all users. Join cyclists
worldwide in a silent, slow-paced ride to commemorate those who have been
injured or killed while cycling on public roadways.REGISTER HERE

Third Annual BCM JoyRide Fundraiser — June 8
e Coastal rides (18 or 35 mi) + beach “shore-cuterie,” lunch, live music, and
games in Kennebunkport. REGISTER HERE

Portland Wheelers Joins BCM!

e Portland Wheelers and BCM are once again teaming up and the Wheelers
have generously offered six wheelchair trikes. The ride takes place Sunday
June 8th starting at 10 am at the Kennebunkport Conservation Trust. Lunch
and beverages, provided by Mornings in Paris and Orono Brewing, and the
afterparty with the Ideal Maine Band is expected to begin around 12:30.

East Bayside Trail Fest — June 22
e Trail to Ale 10K, Bayside Ride, and Trail Mix Two-Miler with food trucks, music
& more in Portland. REGISTER HERE

Maine Woods Rambler — September 27 - Registration opening soon!
e Gravel adventure at AMC’s Medawisla Lodge with ride options, bike-rafting,
stargazing, and family fun all weekend.

BCM Joins American Lung Association at Trek Across Maine!

e Join the American Lung Association for the 41st annual Trek Across Maine
on Father’s Day Weekend — June 13-15, 2025! Choose our traditional 3-day,



https://www.bikemaine.org/event/bangor-greendrinks-turns-15-with-the-bcm/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/bike-to-work-day-portland/
https://www.bikemaine.org/ride-of-silence/
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/registration-form/?formId=541b8168-ae8f-41a9-9599-4bfd1ba95e50&envId=p--9iiR8vsPk-GonsmR_-WPQ&zone=usa
https://www.bikemaine.org/bcm-joyride-fundraiser/
https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/?raceId=178636&eventId=961057
https://trekacrossmaine.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=cms.page&id=1120

180-mile option, or do it your own way, virtually. The ride starts and ends at
the scenic Pineland Farms in New Gloucester, Maine.
e To register to ride, volunteer, or for more information, visit
TrekAcrossMaine.org!
Don’t forget to visit the BCM tent on Saturday June 14th! We'd love to see you!

Education

Skowpendous Rodeo (April 25, 60 participants)

This is our busiest time of the year! We have events scheduled every single week
and oftentimes multiple events on the same day!

Check out our Events Calendar to find a public event near you (and don't forget to
add your local events).

Our Earn-a-Bike Program has sprung into spring thanks to a generous storage
donation made by Orono Brewing Company and bicycle donations made by
Elliotsville Plantation Inc and Acadia Bike. We held 3 workshops in April already and
will continue giving out bikes throughout the year.

We are offering a five Mountain Bike Skills classes this season in partnership
Gorham Parks and Recreation and GPNEMBA. This class is designed to lay a
foundational functional range of motion of your bike so that you can ride more varied
and uneven terrain as you improve your bike balance.

Introduction to Mountain Biking
Dates: 5/10, 5/14, 5/24, 5/29. Weekdays 5:30-7:30 pm, Saturdays 2-4 pm, Weeks
Moody Trails.

Intermediate Mountain Biking
Dates: 6/21 4-6 pm. Weeks Moody Trails REGISTER HERE



http://trekacrossmaine.org/
https://www.bikemaine.org/events/
https://www.bikemaine.org/earn-a-bike-program/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/bcm-introduction-to-mountain-biking/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/bcm-introduction-to-mountain-biking-2/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/bcm-introduction-to-mountain-biking-3/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/bcm-introduction-to-mountain-biking-4/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/bcm-intermediate-mountain-biking/

In addition to safety education and rodeos,
the BCM offers “Fix a Bike” classes where
riders can learn how to repair and maintain
their rigs. These are hands-on classes
where we provide the tools and guidance
S0 you can work on your own bike. We also
support regional Repair Cafes where you
can drop in for repair help on bikes. Check
out these upcoming classes!

Fix-a-Bike Classes

Wednesday 5/7 2:30 — 4:30 p.m. Mt. Vernon
Wednesday 5/7 5:00 — 7:00 p.m. Readfield
Saturday 5/10 10:00 — 11:00 a.m. Oakland

Advocacy

Over the past month, the Bicycle Coalition of Maine has been actively engaged in
statewide and local advocacy to advance safer, more equitable transportation. We
submitted testimony in support of LD 1138 and LD 1756, two bills that would
prioritize climate-aligned, multimodal infrastructure and bring greater transparency
and accountability to Maine’s transportation planning.

We mobilized members and provided resources in response to a critical vote in
Brunswick, where Councilor Ecker proposed reducing lane widths to 10 feet to calm
traffic. While the amendment resulted in a 4-4 tie and did not pass, it marked a
significant spike in grassroots advocacy and public engagement that we're proud to
have supported.

In Portland, we helped pass a resolution adopting Vision Zero and have been
working closely with city leaders and residents to move from resolution to



https://www.bikemaine.org/event/bcm-fix-a-bike-mt-vernon/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/bcm-fix-a-bike-readfield/
https://www.bikemaine.org/event/bcm-fix-a-bike-workshop-oakland/

implementation. We've been presenting on Vision Zero and complete streets at
neighborhood associations across the city.

On May 1, we presented to the Maine Public Health Association on the economic
and public health benefits of active transportation, highlighting how complete streets
policies support both safer communities and stronger local economies.

With Bike Month in full swing, we're gearing up for a packed calendar. Join us for
Bike to Work Day on May 16 and the Ride of Silence on May 21 in Portland and
across the state.

It's a busy and exciting time. We encourage everyone to stay involved and help us
build a safer, healthier Maine for all.

Development

A

We’'re halfway through our Gearing Up for Spring Appeal, and there are so many
ways to get involved and support BCM’s mission.

If your membership renews in April, May, or June, keep an eye out for your renewal
packet—or consider rejoining as an EverCycle Member to help sustain this exciting
work year-round.

Age Friendly Saco is looking for volunteers to help with their CHAT cycle program.
Do you have 2 and half hours a week to be a Safety rider? This small but busy
program needs extra support to meet the demands at local care centers in Saco.
Bikes can be provided for those helping out on their lunch break. For more
information contact Chris McKenney.

Volunteer with Us!

Check out the Volunteer Page on our website and get involved.

The BCM is looking to re-engage past volunteers and welcome in new friends. Sign
up as a general volunteer, volunteer to help at a ride or valet bike parking. You'll also
find links to other bike volunteer opportunities around the state. This page will be
growing and expanding, so check back often!

Volunteer Opportunity at BCM’s Maine Woods Rambler

We will be opening rider-registration for this event very very soon! In the meantime,
please let us know if you’d like to support this event as a volunteer—we could
use your help to ensure this event is as awesome as we are excited for it to be.
Thank you!



https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/adaptive-donor-form?formId=a7e63d94-4213-4675-a3d9-fceb22625f05&envid=p--9iiR8vsPk-GonsmR_-WPQ&zone=usa
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form?svcid=renxt&formId=840ad374-4c47-485d-9db7-84f77a929a80&envid=p--9iiR8vsPk-GonsmR_-WPQ&zone=usa
mailto:cmckenney3235@gmail.com
https://www.bikemaine.org/events/volunteer/
https://forms.gle/VTqWwBzPh8pspLcR6

BECOME A VOLUNTEER
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Partner Spotlight

Seacoast E-Bikes is a locally owned
e-bike-only dealership in Newington,
New Hampshire. We are focused on
sustainability, fun, and freedom and
offer a curated selection of high-
quality electric bikes from trusted
brands, catering to commuters,
recreational riders, and adventure
seekers alike. With a knowledgeable
and passionate team, Seacoast E-
Bikes provides personalized service,
expert maintenance, and test rides to
help customers find the perfect e-
bike for their lifestyle.

Conveniently located between
Boston and Portland, the shop has



https://www.bikemaine.org/events/volunteer/
https://www.seacoastebikes.com/

become a trusted hub for electric
mobility in New England.

New Member Benefits
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NEW BCM Membership Perks

e 10% Off at Woods + Waters Gear Exchange

e 20% Off Gear Rentals at Maine Gear Share
*Use your membership email receipt for proof of membership.

e Special Members Only Shopping Day at Toad & Co Portland Store on
Thursday, May 22, 4:30-7pm

e Don't have a membership yet? Stop by the event and we'll sign you
up! Or become a member today!

The Bicycle Coalition of Maine supports better riding,
walking, and rolling in Maine through education, advocacy,
outreach, and events. As a membership-based organization,
the BCM is powered by individual and business donors.
Please consider joining as a member or giving an additional
donation. Together, we can make Maine better for
pedestrians and people with bikes!

Become a Member Today!
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